borne on slen der curv ed 
crane-berry, the neck of 
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stalks, which su fo b-- uc ^ 
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crane, are 


about the size of 


currants, crimson in 
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lavi 

or astringent taste. 


color, often spotted and have ail acid 


Although the larger 


variety is one on 


e that is 


cultivated and used 


commercially.the smaller is considered 


o 


produce finer flavored fruits. 


The cranberries i 


urefer swampy or marsny soil. 


rich in peat and that is one reason 


we 


find cranberries 


in what is 


kn own as Cranberry Glades in Pocahontas county 


• * * 

Sphagnum, a genus of the mosses, fu rnishe s tne peat>_ 


The 


land must be well drained and we find that many small 
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streams rise in these glades and flow west or south to 


Cranberry or Cherry Rivers. 


/ Sphagnum, a genus of the mosses found in this 


region is of the family ophagraceae and grows in moist 
places or bogs forming a soft, thick carpet, saturated with 


i i fc , 


* 01 


t—*— *, am 
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These are perennials of feathery aspect, growing 


tu.e too of the stem frora year to year. Some of the num 


ero~s branches grow upward and form tufts 


at the anices 


\ J * 


the stems, v/hlle others droop downward 


and envelope the 


lower portion of the stem. 


Each year one of the side branch 


tf J 


ftrown so 


strongly as to rival 


the main head, and thus 
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* f°rked appea ranoe to the plant. 


The lower end of 
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■ continuously dylns nwny, eventually foralns 


peat, i i tnus frees the lower ends at . 

oaaa oi the branches, w.iicii 
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start into independent pla.its. 


branche 


thereupon 
differentiated by color and 


organs, the two 



oemg ( 


structure, produce the sexual 
on the same plant or separated 


The spore-capsules are on 


short brancn 


^ £3 ^ 


and are globular, 


with a lid. 


The small, translucent leav 


s like the stem 


* '1 


have strata of 


transparen 


t cells, connect* 


are capable of aosorbing and retaining m.>ch wat 
ability to retain water has mane the sphagnum niosfi 


ed by holes, wnicn 

This 


very 


valuable to florists, who use it 


for -caching bulbs and 


flowers, and forms a large part of the compost employed for 

growing pitcher—plants ana orchids*- — - 

During the entire season Ordliids have been 

found about the dryer areas of the bogs and its presence 


is 


also made oossible by the growth of sphagnum-moss. 


These raonocotyledonous plants of the order Orchidaceae of 
which there are more than 12,000 known species and many 


thousand varieties are by far the most interesting order of 
olants of the entire vegetabel kingdom because of the extra 


ordinary mode of growth and existence, therr great age and 
endurance, tneir curious habits and varied forms of their 
flowers, which are distinct from all other Diants, fine in 
texture and of glowing and exquisite colors. They are re¬ 
markable also because o'f tneir ready adaptability and free 


permission 




ss-breedlng or cross-fertilization. 


This 


is true of them in their natural habitat 


as well as under 


practical cult!vati 
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This fact accounts for the almost 


> idlest varieties of 1* l »w t :;•and 


colors. 



(’tore win follow} 


These plants h:'*ve queer small seeds sometimes millions 
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in a capsule; reproduction v:as unknown to science for 


pi an t 


are known to sprout 
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include: s 


hundreds of years, noi 

only in the presence of certain fungi. 

The flower is made up of several parts which 

epals, petals, labellum or pouch, and column 

or crest, resting upon the modified hollow ovary, and 
bearing the one or two stamens and the two or ohree 

The pollen-grains are aggregated into peculiar 

The structure of the flower is a raodifl— 




rollen masses. 


i^n of the typical thre-part pattern of the lilies. 


Four 


or five out of the six original stamens of the flower 


:.re suonressed also one of the stigmas is suppressed. 

The labellum, which is a modified petal, is as a rule the 


r ^ ct 
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conspicuous part and is the most wonderfully con- 
zed as ••ell as .the most important organ of the 

It is through the labellum that insects, when in 




of sweet nectar stored inside the spur or walls 
lower are attracted and guided to it and thus 




1:eh the benefits of 


cross-fertilization. 


It i 
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•* * * 


e 


way that so many new varieties, "natural hybrid* 
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their growth and subsistence, as saprophytic, epiphytal 
and terrestrial. The saprophytic Include varieties which 
grow in wet and marshy places and are of little value ex¬ 


cept for botanical purposes. 


T 


lie epiphytal group which 


is by far the most valuable and most imoortant grows and 


thrives best upon trunks or limbs of 
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in mid-air 


simply clinging to a single stem or small limb. 


It is 


this group, too, which contains the most beautiful and 
most valuable sDecies and varieties and the most varied 


colors. 


The terrestrial orchids, as their name indicates 
are such as grow upon the ground and have no need for the 

I* 

pseudo-bulbs or hypertrophied stems, which are peculiarly 


characteristic of the epiphytal group. 


It is the saoro 


phytes and terrestrial groups that we find in the United 

States. Those found in Cranberry Glades probably belong 

« 

to the saprophytes class as this region is marshy. 

.p 

The Gr^ss Pink (Calopogon pulchellus) and the 

# ■* 

Snakemouth Orchid (Pogonla ophiogiossoides) are fairly 
abundant, here, and when in bloom, the lovely rich colors, 
of their flowers contrast them with the somber hues of 


the background of mosses and lichens. 


A few of the plants 


fli 

of the Yellow-fringed-Orchid are found here but the burnt- 
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orange l).ue of the ragged flowers, borne on solendld solkes 
soon attracts the attention of those who have the good 


fortune to vie It 



s region during the blooming 


s t 1 a s on 


Another or cold of this glade, exceedingly Jfaj 


*e in tills 



gt&te is the little Twayblade (Llstera SmalliiU This 
two—leafed dwarf, so small and delicate and hidden away 
beneath other plants. Is likely to remain Invisible to 
all eves exceot those trained and alert for the perception 


of unusual plant forms. 


Its flowers are few, tiny and a 


dark ourole in color. 


Moss 


lichen is a combination of moss and lichen. 


The moss 


(musci) is a flowerless plant often growing on 


rocks and in moist places. They help to retain the water 
suoolv. Under favorable conditions the life of a moss plant 
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seems to be endless. The male reproductive orgaris, anther 
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are club-shaoed and contain cells which afterward 


defelop into antherozoids, these when liberated move about 
until they come in contact with the female reproductive 


orran, archegonlum. The fertilized archegonium is then 


carried upward on a slender filament 


and now forms 


# 

fruit or capsule, usually closed by a lid. When 


the capsult opens and liberates the spores. 
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The capsules 
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species being small sacs at the end. of hair*—like 


tftl/.S , ft 1 ch r 1 .p6 in great number's from a mo^s 


cusnion. 
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The lichens, a fungus, attaches it 


elf to the 


mo s s 


in Cranberry Glades forming what is commonly called 


moss-lichen but is rightly lichens as they are double 


plants, each made up of an Intimate 




omblnation of alga 


and a fungus. 


The alga furnishes the food and the fungus 


protests the alga against the sun's rays and absorbs water 


on rocks 


Lichens in rnsfiy places form encrusting grow u as 
and stones, on the stems and branches of trees, on wal 


1 a 


at\Q 


fences and on the earth. They are common in every zone and 
in all altitudes. They propagate by spores developed In 
various ways from the component fungus, but with these the 
partner alga must be speedily associated. Another frequent 
mode of multiplication is by means of bloodbuds, which 
consist of a few algal-cells plus a separated portion of 

the fungus. The fruits of these are known as apothecia. 

The lichens of which there are 4,000 known species may be 
grey, yellow, brown, greenish, blue, or black and have 
neither roots or stems but have layers of variously shaped 


expansions called thalli. 


Tnese plants not only make their 
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of abode mor*e beautiful, out they help or.ve 
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the way for other forms of life. 


Growing as they do 
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exposed rocks and in barren soil they secrete an acid which 
dissolves the rock and softens the soil, and 

they decay and mix with the soil, they enrich 


in time when 


it so that 
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veloped plant 3 can grow there. 
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rr.ANBERPY GLADES> 



Hidden away 


mount 


tv, readily accessible from 


s near the western border of Pocahontas 
Bichwood.W.Va., lies a bit of strangely 



in- 


ountry 


havs attracted the attention of hunt 


t 


botanista 


* ne 


^ « c 


mount 


in a semi 


state, away from 


roc:r highways and all business and social centers. 


c-^ce q! ^ 


this isolated wonderland, one finds mute but unmi 

*, - . 

elatively recent history of this region, a once m 


® a 

«cruce-birch forest destroyed by lumbermen some 30 years ago. The area is 

t 

-,;r(according to Dr. P.D.Strausbaugh,of the biological department of West 
'ir^inia university, one of the best authorities on the Cranberry Glades, 


r.c has visired and studied its, flora and fauna) occupied by fire cherry. 
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by there are but three different species 
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picnicking grounds 


government 


has ac 


this 


entire region as a part 
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area is 


J *, 


onongahe la national forest. The Cranberry Glades, named from the two 
of cranberries that are common in this area,is being 1 

m 

e sanctuary. Thus protected against commercial invasion this 
^Indefinite period of reforestation and protection of its natural 

rest for succeeding generations. 

now be reached readily,in good weather,through Richwood, 

rails, over which automobiles can pas’s ""by arran gements with 

forest service,with very little inconvenience. The route 
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tourist or othervisitor a short distance up the North Fork of the 
.thence, over the divide into the Cranberry river valley* Beauti- 
atural scenic wonders unfold themselves along an almost perfect 
. sute f winding along the Cranberry, past beautiful Camp Woodbine, 
C»C«C*camp at Cram- rry*This route passes iDogway 1 an old lumber- 
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